
 
 

EDITORIAL 

 

EDITION 71 – March 2026 

 

Welcome one and all and this is the first Newsletter for 2026. 
 

If submitting an article please send me: 
• The document in Microsoft Word format (.doc) 

• Send the photo/s in JPEG format in the smallest size in Mb (resolution) 

• If you would like to send a PDF as well because you would like to have your photos 

placed strategically within the document, I can use this as the template and do my 

best.  

 

Please feel free to contact me at any time to forward articles, jokes or photos - the more 
the better after all it is YOUR newsletter. The next due dates are listed below to assist 
you with your planning: 
 

2026 
Due to Editor Kermit Release 

Monday 18 May 2026 Monday 01 June 2026 

Monday 17 August 2026 Tuesday 01 September 2026 

Monday 16 November  026 Tuesday 01 December 2026 

 

Please support our long-term Sponsor when you are considering changing water 

filters or as first-time buyers. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONTACTS 
 

National Coordinators 

National Coordinator Bob admin@ulyssesrv.org 
0413 544 795 

02 4984 9843 

National Co-Coordinator Vince admin@ulyssesrv.org 0402 341 059 

National Co-Coordinator Lawrie admin@ulyssesrv.org 0400 620 303 

Membership Vince Toonan membership@ulyessesrv.org 0402 341 059 

Webmaster Richard Flanders webmaster@ulyssesrv.org 0401 140 585 

Merchandising Officer Blip Hendriks sales@ulyssesrv.org 0417 647 576 

Kermit Editor John Webb editor@ulyssesrv.org 0427 342 797 

State Coordinators 

Queensland 

Bevan & Therese Bradford 

John & Maree Webb 

Blip and Di Hendricks 

queensland@ulyssesrv.org 

B – 0408 714 000 

New South Wales Jenni & Ian Bailey newsouthwales@ulyssesrv.org J - 0427 200 571 

Victoria Janice & Fred Keyzer 

David & Su Poyser 

victoria@ulyssesrv.org J - 0407 841 019 

D - 0488 717 711 

Tasmania 
Mike Meyman 

Gary Rush 
tasmania@ulyssesrv.org 

M – 0408 263 880 

G – 0400 140 010 

South Australia Hobbit & team southaustralia@ulyssesrv.org 0404 478 741 

Western Australia Alan Warner 

Gerry Winter 

westernaustralia@ulyssesrv.org 0407 886 141 

Lap Rug Coordinator Janice Keyzer   

 

2026 NATIONAL CALENDAR 
 

08-15 March ALL URV Birthday Bash North Haven NSW 

07-12 Apr QLD Ubobo Music Campout Boyne Valley Community Centre 

08-10 May SA Wellington Caravan Park 3437 Jervois Rd, Wellington 

06-13 May NSW Autumn Rally Gulargambone 

07-10 May QLD  NRMA Woodgate Beach Holiday Park 

18-24 May ALL Ulysses AMC Inc AGM Nambour Showgrounds 

21-23 May TAS Autumn Rally Lakeside Tourist Caravan Park, Eugenana 

19-21 Jun TAS Winter Rally Swansea Holiday Park 

05-12 Aug QLD Christmas in August Part A - 05-06 Aug, Wooroolin Wetlands Area 

Part B – 07-09 Aug, Bait Layers Camp Oven Balloogie 

Part C – 10-12 Aug, Jandowae Showgrounds 

21-23 Aug  SA Clayton Bay  Clayton Bay riverside Holiday Park, Island View Drive 

11-13 Sep SA Quorn Caravan Park  

07-11 Oct QLD QLD tag-a-long To the URV National Rally - details in QLD Section 

09-11 Oct SA SA Odyssey Waikerie 

12-18 Oct  TAS TAS tag-a-long To the URV National Rally 

mailto:victoria@ulyssesrv.org
mailto:southaustralia@ulyssesrv.org
mailto:westernaustralia@ulyssesrv.org


12-19 Oct  ALL URV National Rally Broken Hill, NSW 

06-08 Nov  SA Wallaroo Holiday Park 1 Pamir Ct, Wallaroo 

03-06 Dec 26 QLD Christmas Rally Woodford Showgrounds 

 

 

NATIONAL COORDINATOR 
 

Hello all 
 
OK, the festive season is now behind us, and all states have 
been organising great rallies in their respective states.   
 

 
Since our National Rally in Longford (Tas), Tassie has held 4 rallies already, 
Victoria has had 2 including their tagalong from Rosedale all the way up through 
Ben Boyd whale hunting grounds to Tumut (NSW), Queensland has likewise 
had a tagalong west to Toowoomba and Texas, NSW has had 2 rallies, with the 
National Birthday Bash almost upon us, and SA has had 3 (including the Ulysses 
Odyssey at Jamestown).   
 
Some of these rallies have been 2-day events, while others have been a week 
long.  The duration doesn’t really matter, as long as it brings people together to 
enjoy one another’s company and friendship, the same as we are used to doing 
within Ulysses Club Inc. 
 
Jenni and Ian have been doing the hard yards organising our next National Rally, 
to be held at the racecourse in Broken Hill (NSW) from 12-19 October.  As 
preparations are confirmed, further details will be posted on our website, 
Facebook page, and email send-outs.  Keep your eyes open! This promises to be 
a rally with a difference, given the remoteness of the venue. 
 
On a less jovial note, as seems to be more common these days (something to do 
with our DOB I guess!) we have a number of members facing serious health 
challenges.  The ones I am aware of are our mates Gordon Crosswell, John 
Whittall, Ian Hoye, and more recently, Roger Foster and our Webmaster Richard 
Flinders. 
 
We extend our love and best wishes for the best possible outcomes from their 
respective treatments, and a return to better health wherever possible. 
 
If we don’t catch up with you at North Haven in March, we hope to see you all 
at Broken Hill from 12th October . 
 
** I note there appears to be some non-compliance to our “no dogs in congested 
areas (happy hours etc)” policy, which was implemented at the Mudgee rally in 
2022.  As we do not carry insurance it is imperative we operate within the policy 
guidelines, and do our utmost to look after one another’s well-being. 



 
Wherever you are, travel safely, stay well, and stay upright! 
Bob (‘n Marilyn) Lucas #32872 
National Coordinator 
Ulysses Members RV Group  
 
 

       

 

2026 ULYSSES RV NATIONAL RALLY - BROKEN HILL 
 
Where:  Broken Hill Racecourse centre ring 
When:  12th to 19th October 2026 
How Much: $40 p/n including amenities, power and water. Pay at registration. 
 
Broken Hill is about as far west as you can go before hitting the border, a legendary 
outback town. 
 
It’s the heartland of mining, icons like Priscilla queen of the desert and Pro Hart. 
Discover the unexpected, the galleries, the pubs, a town that isn’t afraid to break 
creative rules. 
 
Take the Broken Hill town heritage walk. 
Have a look at the Line of Lode miners’ memorial. 
Take a photo at the ‘Big Bench’. 
Visit Albort Kersten mining and mineral museum. 
See the Royal Flying Doctor Service. 
Stargazing with Outback Astronomy. 
Art Galleries. 
Living Desert and Sculptures at sunset (20mins). 
Visit Mutawintji National Park historic sites. 
Take the Mutawintji cultural tour. 
Visit Broken Hill distillery and the many cafes. 
And more… 
 
Of course, we will offer a BBQ meal on the Wednesday night and the Gala dinner on 
the Saturday night with raffles, and a breakfast by the Rotary Club on Sunday 
morning. 
 
Denim and Diamonds is the dress theme for Saturday night. 
 
Don’t forget to bring a raffle gift for Saturday night, please bring along something 
that you would like to win yourself. 



 
We will be donating knee rugs to local nursing homes so get knitting (10-inch x 10-
inch, 50 to 55 stitches depending on tension) 
 
While the temperatures at that time of year will be in the 20–30 degree range there is 
no shade. 
 
We are trying to organise something through the council but if you would like to help 
out bring along a pergola to shade happy hour.  
 
We will have to leave a few surprises for you, so come along and join the fun in 
Broken Hill. 
 
Registrations will be out later in the year.  
 

Queensland 

 
Toowoomba – Texas Rally 

February 2026 
 
Our first rally for 2026 has been run and done and a great rally it was despite the BOM 
doing their best to spoil it with poor quality forecasting. 

Into Toowoomba on Wednesday 11/02, plenty of room as the Showgrounds had been 
closed for a week or so for a Swap Meet billed as one of the biggest in Australia. White 
lines everywhere marking out the stalls, which caused a bit of confusion when people 
thought they marked the caravan sites. 

By early afternoon, most of the caravans and RVs were on site and the weather was a 
glorious Queensland afternoon. 

We gathered on a new concrete slab beside the allotted area as it was perfect for our 
Happy Hours. Great to catch up with friends, both new, old, (which does apply to some 
of us), and a few we haven’t seen for quite a while.  
Thursday dawned with darker skies but nothing expected until later in the afternoon. 
The plan for today was to visit DownsSteam Toowoomba. This is a community 
volunteer organisation formed about 20 years ago and has restored steam train engines, 
diesel rail motors, carriages and moved an old railway station into the complex. The 
site has several historic carriages with some from the old Sunlander train. One carriage 
has a pictorial tribute to the 1st and 2nd World Wars while another has a beautiful 
Dreamtime art story created by an Indigenous artist. 

The afternoon meant visits to some of the local shops and sights before congregating 
back at the Showgrounds in preparation for Happy Hour. By this time, the clouds were 
threatening rain estimated about an hour away. Happy Hour got under way, but the 
storm wouldn’t wait, so it was panic stations for those of us who hadn’t dropped our 
awnings. That put paid to Happy Hour.  

Friday started out cool, windy, and drizzling down. A bit of wandering around located 
a building that obviously serves as a bar during the big events, so we commandeered 
the veranda and held yesterday’s Happy Hour, and the Ladies had their Stitch and Chat. 



With the Texas program already worked out, discussion ensued about the possibility 
of adding the Texas Rabbit Works Museum to the schedule. With a three-hour drive 
and setup and the museum closing at 3pm and being advised to be there by 1:45pm, 
those keen enough for the museum spent the afternoon getting ready to depart early in 
the morning. 

In a steady drizzle, everyone headed out to Cambooya for dinner at the historic Bull 
and Barley Inn. Established in 1902, this is a beautifully restored Inn and the 
atmosphere and the meals are fantastic. Unfortunately, we probably won’t be welcome 
back as our group was having a lucky night and took home 3 of the prizes from the 
Friday night raffle. 

Saturday, with the BOM still forecasting up to 200mm of rain, we had an uneventful 
drive to the Texas Free Camp on the bank of the Dumaresq River, arriving in bright 
sunshine and a few white clouds in the sky. Still wary of the BOM forecast, we chose 
the higher area and managed to get most of the campers close within cooee of each 
other. 

Off to the Texas Rabbit Works, arriving early at 1:30pm. We will chalk that one up as 

a   . 

As with all things in a small country, most things are managed and operated by 
volunteers. It was quite funny when I was arranging things, as I would be talking to 
someone at one site and that person could tell me about another site as they also 
volunteered there. I commented on that and she said, that’s what happens in a small 
town. My response was that having lived in small towns; I was fully aware of that. 

The story of the Rabbit Works starts back in 1928 at the start of the depression and 
operated until 1992. Employing 33 people and processing up to 6000 rabbits for meat, 
skins, and fur, during the rabbit plague between 1930 and 1960, it was a thriving 
industry. Products were exported to England and America, and the company became a 
big supplier the Akubra for their hat manufacture. In the 1930s, the rabbit industry in 
Australia was at the top of Australian economy. 

Most of the old chilling and freezing rooms still exist with the pipes still in the rooms. 
While they were not successful in getting the original engine back to the museum, they 
have a similar one from the same manufacturer, Ruston, England. It has been restored 
and works, just takes a long time to get it started so we weren’t able to hear/see it 
running. 

Back to camp and the remaining campers had arrived and setup and light rain put a bit 
of a dampener on Happy Hour, but most of us fitted under two awnings. 

Sunday dawned as another sunny day with the forecast still threatening the 200mm 
downpour. No problem, we were off the Texas Heritage and Tobacco Museum. It is 
not normally open on a Sunday but was made available to our group. Thank you, Texas. 

Our guide was extremely knowledgeable about the history of the town and the flood 
disasters that it has gone through, and regardless of the questions asked, she would reel 
off a story with dates and any relativity to any extended associated story. 

About this time, those pesky showers started again but we couldn’t complain, Texas 
hadn’t had much rain recently and would have welcomed the BOM’s 200mm. 
After the heritage lesson, our guide then led us into the Texas Tobacco industry which 
existed from the around 1870 through to the early 1990s. During its thriving period 
between 1920s to 1950s, Texas produced 25% of Australia’s tobacco. The industry was 
initially developed by Chinese farmers and later Italian farmers as well. 



With everyone now very knowledgeable about Texas, we headed up the street to the 
Memorial Bowling Club for lunch. There was a funny story about our lunch. When I 
was speaking to the organiser, she had advised me that they had lost their cook so the 
lunch would be a BBQ. ‘No worries’ was the response; we could manage that. While 
in Toowoomba, she contacted me and said there was a change and she now had cooks 
so a full meal would be available instead. 

The full story was that a couple of days before, a Jamaican couple with a food van in 
nearby Stanthorpe had come to town to have a look at moving to Texas. Seeing a sign 
seeking a cook at the Bowling Club, they dropped around to have a look and see if it 
suited them. It sounded like the crux of the discussion was, “When can you start?” and 
“Can you start on Sunday as we have a big group coming?” 

Apparently, the answer must have been “Yes”, so we were treated to a full Jamaican 
meal as the first meal they would provide at the Club. The menu ingredients sounded 
great even though we really didn’t know what to expect. I can tell you, there were no 
complaints and everyone enjoyed the meal. 

Back to the camp for the final Happy Hour and a review of everything that had 
happened during the rally. Thankfully, feedback was good and everyone enjoyed the 
five nights together. 

That only left goodbyes, either after Happy Hour in case of early leavers or late sleep-
ins in the morning, as most headed on their way.  

Some of us were a bit reluctant to go home and stayed one or two days longer. 

A good rally and thanks to Gordon for setting it up. 

See you back in camp, 

Bevan and Therese  Email:  bradford@auswingriders.com 
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ULYSSES MEMBERS RV GROUP QLD 

REVISED PLANNER 2026  
 

This is a guide ONLY to be utilised as a forward planner for 2026.                                                                                                

 

 

 

# MARCH  08-15 MARCH 
REFLECTIONS NORTH HAVEN HOLIDAY PARK                                              

09 The Parade, NORTH HAVEN, NSW 2443 “Birthday Bash”                                                 

 

# 07-12 APRIL  
UBOBO MUSIC CAMPOUT at Boyne Valley Community Centre 

This event advice is for interested Ulysses RV Group Members. Attendance at this 
event won't be organised as a Queensland Ulysses Members RV Group Rally. 
RV Members have previously assisted the Boyne Valley Community to setup of the 
facilities. If you wish to participate: - Contact: Rob Semple – Ph. 0407129160 

 

# 07–11 MAY- 4 nights   
  

NRMA Woodgate Beach Holiday Park 

07 – 11 May 2026 
07-11 May, 4 nights  –  NRMA Woodgate Beach Holiday Park,  

88 Esplanade, Woodgate QLD 4660.  Website 
Phone:  (07) 41268802 
Check-in time:  11:00am 
Dump Point Available 
Sites:  $44 week days 
  $47 weekends 
  10% discounts for NRMA & RACQ 
members 

Other activities to come:    

 

Dinner: Woodgate Beach Club, 2 Kangaroo Ct, 
Woodgate QLD 4660-  
(07) 46961235    Saturday,08/05/26, 6 for 6.30 pm. 
About 800m from the park 
 

Powered Slab Sites:   

https://www.nrmaparksandresorts.com.au/woodgate-beach/


Currently holding sites but will only do so until 18th March, after that, 
sites may be available but no guarantees. To book a site you will need to 
call the caravan park on (07) 41268802 before 18th March. Tell them 
you are with the Ulysses Members RV Group, pay the required deposit 
and give them your vehicle/caravan details, length, turning ability, trailer 
etc. 
 

All site bookings should be made direct to the caravan park before 

18th March  

 

Attendance Notifications: The Attendance Notification Sheet must be 
sent to: 
Bevan and Therese BRADFORD by 1st May 2026 
M) 0408714000   bradford@auswingriders.com  
Looking forward to your company. 
For special dietary requirements, please contact the venue personally 

 

# 18 – 24 MAY 

ULYSSES Inc SUNSHINE COAST NATIONAL RALLY 

NAMBOUR SHOWGROUNDS 

 

# 05 – 13 AUGUST * 3 PARTS 

“Christmas in August” 

PART A:  05,06 Aug 2 nights    

WOOROOLIN WETLANDS REST AREA    + Google Map 

 

PART B: 07,08,09 Aug 3 nights  

BAIT LAYERS CAMPOVEN GROUNDS   

41 Wonga Cres, Ballogie  via KINGAROY   Ph: 0428714926 
Google Maps Ref 26°22'41.7"S 151°36'25.2"E 

 

PART C:   10,11,12 Aug    nights   

JANDOWAE SHOWGROUNDS 

Warra Street, Jandowae Ph: 0459874939 

 

# 07-11 Oct 26  
Tag-along to Broken Hill with your friendly Coordinators John and Maree 
5 nights, combining paid locations and free camps 

Stops include: Bowenville Reserve (start) , St George, Brewarrina, Bourke and Cobar 

 

Please contact John via email for further details. 

Lancleotrt09@icloud.com 
0427 342 797 

 

# OCTOBER   12 – 19 

BROKEN HILL NSW    ULYSSES MEMBERS’ RV NATIONAL RALLY  

mailto:bradford@auswingriders.com
https://maps.app.goo.gl/tvq2HBvFaCuwi5Mz6
https://maps.app.goo.gl/tvq2HBvFaCuwi5Mz6
https://maps.app.goo.gl/tdP5TbEvgi9jJmXT9
mailto:Lancleotrt09@icloud.com


 

# DECEMBER  03 – 07  4 Nights    

WOODFORD SHOWGROUNDS      
Neurum Road, Woodford Ph 0437390862 

Woodford Hotel 5th Dec Saturday Ph: 54961044:  Evening Meal 

 

Bevan and Therese (0408 714 000)    

Email: bradford@auswingriders.com 

 

New South Wales 
Summer Rally 2026 
Culburra Beach 11th - 18th February 
 
With mixed weather 7 vans/motorhomes enjoyed a week of swimming, dining, card 
playing, music and laughter. 
 
Our first day was a bit of a stinker with your correspondent suffering from the effects 
of too much sun and not enough sun protection. A cooling swim in the large resort style 
pool helped. As usual dinner was rushed down so we could all race to the camp kitchen 
for the nightly card playing amusement. Five crowns and Newmarket were the games 
of choice. 
 
After a challenging and very competitive game of Putt-Putt golf, with the ultimate win 
going to Ian Richo, we all went to a local restaurant for a terrific meal. 
 
Saturday saw us off to the local bowlo for our traditional ‘green shirt’ night with David 
and Coby coming to join us for the festivities. We were honoured to be joined on 
Sunday’s happy hour by John and Robyn with John progressing well from his recent 
spell of ill health. They both said they hope to join us at Gulargambone in a cabin if 
John is up to the journey. It would be great if they could. 
 
Bob and Rob provided us with some great music which we all attempted to sing along 
to. I think we might need to leave the musical talents to them in future. 
Our last happy hour ended in a realisation of how much we don’t know when Jenni 
conducted one of her Trivia quizzes. 
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Webmaster Report  

February 2026 

 
Here in northern Victoria, it has been a very hot summer! I have watched our local free 
camp, (Cohuna, a great camp right on the creek and a 5 min walk from the main street, 
toilets and water available), fill then empty as the temperature rises!  
 
Unfortunately, circumstances meant that we couldn’t take the van out on any of the 
great rallies being run around the country so I’m jealous of all you out there enjoying 
yourselves! 
 
Speaking of rallies, don’t forget that all the information on them is on our website. I 
know that many of you also use Facebook for information but Facebook only shows 
you items that its algorithms think will make you stay longer on the site or make you 
see more ads! So don’t forget to check http://ulyssesrv.org for all States, and of course 
you are welcome to join any rally. In fact, why not go and make new friends from the 
group in a different State! 

http://ulyssesrv.org/


 
As usual, let me know if you experience any issues with the website or can’t connect. 
Richard Flinders, Webmaster   webmaster@ulyssesrv.org or 0401 140 585 (but not too 
late in the evening). 
 

Tasmania 
 

Upcoming rallies for Tasmania 

 

Our 2026 Autumn Rally will be at the Lakeside Tourist Caravan Park Eugennana 
Our dates are Thursday 21st, Friday 22nd and Saturday 23rd May. 
 
The park is in a very picturesque area of Northwest Coast near Latrobe/Devonport and 
is on the site of an old quarry. It has a laid-back country atmosphere and has great bush 
walk track along an old railway bed heading towards Devonport and is also next door to 
the Tasmanian Arboretum which is well worth a look. 

 

On Friday night; he Prickly Mo at the nearby vineyard, there will be a night of live music, 
food and drinks. 
 
It is Bluesy foot-stomping style music and the vineyard is only 300 metres away so it’s 
easy walking. The winery opens at 12 noon that day, serving fruit and cheese platters 
and the music will start about 6:30pm, finishing about 9:30pm. 
 
A yummy Thai food truck will also n be on site and starts cooking about 5:30pm. 
The cellar door shed a real pearl, being an old shearing shed converted into a real funky 
venue with rustic bush interior. 
 
We have some reserved seats inside the shed but you must let me know by 13th if you 
are coming so we can let them know how many to keep space for. This is important 
because it is not a big d shed and the venue is popular with locals. 
Mike, 0408 263 880 

 

Winter Rally 

 

Our 2026 Winter Rally will celebrate the winter solstice, which is Sunday 21st June. 
 
We are right on the waterfront at the Swansea Holiday Park, 2 Bridge St Swansea. 
 
The dates are overnight Fri 19th, Saturday 20th and Sun 21st June. 
Sites are $40.00 per night and include power and water. No unpowered sites are 
available. 

 

You will need to ring and make your own booking and make sure you are with the 
Ulysses RV group so they can keep us together in the one area. Phone the park on 6275 
8148. 
 
On the Saturday night we will try the Swansea RSL for a tasty and good value meal. 

 

mailto:webmaster@ulyssesrv.org


 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Membership Report 
 
We would like to offer a warm welcome to the following new members having joined 
since the November 2025 edition of Kermit, and we look forward to seeing you at 
one of our many rallies held across the country. 
 
 

John Watts Bonnells Bay NSW 

Brett Davis Shoal Bay  NSW 

Steve Barnes Victoria Point Qld 

Lee & Pamela  Evans Booral Qld 

Helen Tapai Redland Bay Qld 

Terrance  Dilkes Underwood Qld 

Trevor Gray Leongatha Vic 

Andrew Degenhardt Chirnside Park Vic 

Angelo  Bruno Endeavour Hills Vic 

Peter & Margret Chapman Wonga Park Vic 

Leda Sant Clyde North  Vic 

Robbie Donaldson Launceston Tas 

Alan Butterworth Paynesville Vic 

Marita Williamson Goodna Qld 

 
Please check https://ulyssesrv.org/index.php/events/ for what rallies you may wish to 
attend in either your state or another state if you are travelling. 
 
If you are unsure if you have signed a waiver or not, feel free to drop me an email at 
membership@ulyssesrv.org and I will be able to tell you if I have received a waiver. 
Members (not partners) that have joined since the beginning of 2023 have already 
filled out waivers as part of the online registration. 
 
Do we have your current email address? Send me an email at 
membership@ulyssesrv.org if you are not receiving occasional emails from us. We 
can check your registered email address and update if required. 
 
I hope that all members stay as healthy and active as can be considering their 
individual circumstances and hope to see more of you at events. 
 
Vince Toonen 
Membership Coordinator. 

 

Victoria 
 
Vic Tag Along – Feb 2026 

 
Well, it certainly was a wonderful 13-day adventure! 
 
 
13 Vans met at Rosedale for the first night of our Tag along 
Sunday 8th Feb 26. The weather was lovely and it looked like 
we were going to have some lovely weather along the way.  

 

https://ulyssesrv.org/index.php/events/
mailto:membership@ulyssesrv.org
mailto:membership@ulyssesrv.org


Our first happy hour and everyone received their instructions on where we were 
going to free camp and caravan park along the way (which they had prebooked) 
 
The first morning a couple headed off early and a few late risers afterwards. Making 
their way to Murrungowar, some had made a stop in Lakes Entrance to look around 
and a couple of us had stopped off to visit family and friends while we were passing 
through. 
 
9th Feb - One of our members likes to play Tetris so he played the game with us all 
and had us all parked in the smallish caravan parking area. Talking about getting up 
close and personal was an understatement. Murrungowar Rest area was a great stop 
but would not recommend it if the weather is going to be hot as the tarmac didn’t help 
us with the heat it gave out. We gained another van so now there were14 vans to play 
Tetris with. 
 

I        
 
10th Feb – next morning those that were parked in front of others got up and off early 
to go and take a drive to Mallacoota to look around. The caravan park was very busy, 
and we had started to notice a lot of vans on the road. We made our way to our next 
free camp at Genoa which was getting busy but the grass was lovely and it was a little 
cooler today. A couple of us learnt to play the game Majong which I had purchased in 
Bairnsdale as I knew we had a couple of players on board for 2 weeks that we were 
hoping would teach us the game. That night we had two groups playing cards which 
was a lot of fun. 
 

11th Feb – Today we only had a short drive of 65 kms to Eden. We have 3 nights 
in Eden for everyone to have a break from driving and do some sightseeing of 
the local area. Some have not been this way and so lots to explore. We now have 
14 vans in tow we a couple of others joining us along the way. 
 
Some did their washing, walked the boardwalk, went to the beach, took a drive 
to Bermagui or Merimbula. Some bought some beautiful fresh prawns to enjoy. 
In Eden we went out to Chinese for a night and the food was great, service was on the slow side but as someone mentioned ‘we are in the country’ 
We did a few onsite games like Bocci during the day and cards at night after our 
happy hour of course. 
 

                     



       
 

       
 
14th Feb – Welcome to Cooma, what a disaster of a caravan park (did warn it 
would be an adventure) The park needed a lot of work doing to it and sites were 
very tight to get in not to mention very pot holey. Thankful we were only here 
for one night. Not a place we would return to or recommend for large groups. 
Cabins were not much better. 15 Vans here today 
 
15th Feb – Left the park and a few went to the market and have a look around 
town before making their way to Tumut. Wow I have now redeemed myself…phew !! the park was lovely. We decided to stay here for 2 nights and 
miss having a free camp at Wagga.  
 
The road or steep decline 10kms before Adleong  was certainly a bit hairy. Steep 
downgrade and the brakes on our vans were working overtime. At the bottom of 
the decline a few of us pulled over to let our brakes cool a bit before continuing 
to Tumut.  
 
I was extremely happy to be on the flat road I can tell you!! 
 

17th Feb – Our time is getting closer to going home and we are still together so 
that must say something about the fact we all get on well. Unfortunately there 
are 5 vans that will be leaving us today to go on to somewhere else or make their 
way back home. Sad to see them go but we will catch up again at our next rally. It 
was lovely for them to be with us and enjoy 9 days. Our 2 nights at Tumut has 
been wonderful with beautiful weather, lovely town and coffee shops. Some tell 
me the Op shops were good too.  
 
This caravan park would be highly recommended with large sites and big camp 
kitchen. 
 
18th – We have made it to Wodonga with 10 vans in tow and another 
disappointing park. Best thing about it was the pool, we set up and then went 
straight in for a swim. It was very refreshing. Another exploring of the town and 
surrounding areas. 
 
Dinner on Wednesday night was at Birallee Tavern and it was Schnitty Night. 
Great food and service we enjoyed here. 
 
We explored the Botanical Gardens in Albury, Monument Hill, Lake Hume and a 
few other sights. Some took advantage of the free time and went to the movies to 



see Song Sung Blue.  Our last night we had happy hour just outside the pool on 
the grass which was a lovely setting. 
 
20th – Here we come Yarrawonga. 3 vans had to make their way home early, so 
we had 7 vans to finish off our last day and night together and it was great. Some 
stopped off at the winery and bakery before making it to Yarrawonga. Again, the 
weather was hot when we arrived, but the pool was so inviting, guess where we 
all ended up. We had a BBQ together for our last supper so to speak and said 
goodbye. The Riverside Caravan Park in Yarrawonga was lovely, camp kitchen 
was great, BBQ area was great and amenities were clean. Couldn’t ask for much 
more. 
 

                
 
 
To all that attended throughout the 13-day tag along Fred and I would like to 
thank you for being such a great bunch and making it another great rally. For 
those that met us part way and had to leave early we also thank you for joining us. I know it was a long tag along but we made it and that’s because we all get on 
so well. 
 
Catch up at the next Rally in July! 
 
Vic Rallies 
 
14th – 20th July 2026 
Myrtleford, Details of caravan park to follow 
 
7th Oct  - Dates TBC 
Tag Along to Ulysses RV Group National Rally @ Broken Hill 
David & Su to confirm dates and details closer to time. 
 
Blankets for National Rally 
 
We know some of the ladies around the states have been busy knitting or 
crocheting. We will be looking to donate to the Aged Care Homes in Broken Hill 
blankets for those who are interested in knitting, crocheting or quilting some 
rugs.  
Size approx. 1.5 x 1.5 mtrs. 



Jenny from NSW has mentioned to me they have 4 x nursing homes interested in 
receiving them. So, for those who can and would like to we would really 
appreciate your help and donations. 
 
Many thanks 
Janice Keyzer 
Blanket Coordinator 

 

South Australia 

 

 



 

Lithium Batteries - something to consider 

Over charging of lithium batteries can happen if you use the wrong charger or have the 

wrong solar regulator. Some of the new chargers can charge all types of batteries, if the 

correct setting is used. 

 

Lithium Battery > Optimum charge 13.4 -13.6 Volts 

Lead Acid/AGM Battery >Optimum charge 14.4-14.8 Volts 

 

Please note that the lithium battery maximum chargd voltage is lower than a lead acid 

battery. 

 

If you have a Lithium battery, check the voltage when charging and ensure it does not 

exceed 13.6 Volts. 

 

If you are using a lead acid battery charger or wrong solar regulator to charge a lithium 

battery, it can lead to battery damage or possible fire risk. 

 

Gear Shop 
 

We have a small range of branded items, including banners, stickers etc. To order 

please complete the form and submit.  

- Payment is by direct transfer and you will receive an email confirming your 

order with our banking details.  

- Please check the email carefully to ensure you have ordered correctly.  

- We cannot refund any customised items like shirts after payment. 

If you have any issues or queries please call Blip: Mob. 0423 864 492 

 

Description Cost 
Men’s and Ladies Polo Club Shirts $40.00 

Men’s and Ladies Polo Club Shirt with name  $48.00 

Name Badge  $22.00 

Banner (60cmx30cm)  $48.00 

Spare Wheel Sticker $85.00 

200 mm Club Sticker $10.00 

100mm Club Sticker $3.50 

Arena Team Jackets, logo, no name $85.00 

 


